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SUBJECT: SOVIET- JAPANESE RELATIONS: SENKAKU DISPUTE 
AND PET 

SUMMARY: MOSCOW UNDOUBTEDLY VIEWS SENKAKU PLAREUP AS A 
GODSEND AND A SIGNIPICANT SETBACK POR CHINA'S INCREAS- 
INGLY ACTIVE EPPORTS TO MOBILIZE A WORLD-WIDE ANTI- 
SOVIET UNITED PRONT. SOVIET MEDIA IS GLEEPULLY HIGH- 
LIGHTING STATEMENTS BY THE JAPANESE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
PIGURES CONDEMNING CHINESE ARMED "INTERVENTION" IN 
SENKAKU WATERS; AND OPPOSING PORWARD MOVEMENT ON THE 
PFT. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . IN GIVING PROMINENT ATTENTION TO JAPANESE PROTESTS 
AND "ALARM" AT CHINESE ATTEMPTS TO "LEGALIZE BY PORCE 
ITS TERRITORIAL CLAIMS" TO THE SENKAKUS, THE SOVIET MEDIA 
IS HIGHLIGHTING THE LINKAGE BETWEEN THE PFT AND THE 
SENKAKU DISPUTE. APRIL 18 TASS REPORT DATELINED 
TOKYO AND PRINTED IN APRIL 19 PRAVDA CITES "SANKEI 
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SHIMBUN" AS STATING THAT THE RETURN OF ARMED CHINESE 
VESSELS TO SENKAKU WATERS "CONEIRMS PEKING'S HEGEMONISTIC 
AMBITIONS AND REQUIRES A VERY SERIOUS APPROACH TO THE 
WARNINGS OE THOSE WHO OPPOSE HASTE IN THE QUESTION OE 
RESUMING JAPANESE-CHINESE TALKS ON THE CONCLUSION OE 
PFT." APRIL 14 TASS ARTICLE PRINTED IN APRIL 14 
IZVESTIYA AND MORE AUTHORITATIVE APRIL 15 PRAVDA 
COMMENTARY ALSO SELECTIVELY HIGHLIGHT PET-SENKAKUS 
LINKAGE MADE BY JAPANESE PRESS AND PUBLIC EIGURES. 
IZVESTIYA STORY STATES THAT, ALTHOUGH BOTH SIDES AGREED 
TO POSTPONE SENKAKU SOLUTION UNTIL AFTER "NORMALIZATION" 
OE RELATIONS, "SUCH TERRITORIAL PROBLEMS BECOME 
INTENSIFIED INDEPENDENT OE INTENTIONS OE GOVERNMENTS." 
MORE IMPORTANT PRAVDA COMMENTARY: 

- HOLDS THAT THE JAPANESE PUBLIC IS DEEPLY CONCERNED 
OVER THE CHINESE "INTRUSION" INTO SENKAKUS WATERS; 

- NOTES LDP CRITICISM OF FUKUDA AND SONODA FOR INTENDING 
TO RESUME PET TALKS. COMMENTARY REEERS TO JAPANESE 
PRESS REPORTS ON LDP POLL SHOWING PLURALITY OP LDP 

MPS EAVORING CAUTION ON PET, AND CITES "ASAHI" AS 
HOLDING THAT PEELING THAT PET TALKS "MAY DO HARM TO 
JAPANESE-SOVIET RELATIONS" IS THE MAIN REASON POR THIS 
CAUTION AMONG LDP POLITICIANS; 
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- CITES "LOCAL POLITICAL OBSERVERS" AS BELIEVING THAT 
LDP DIVISION REELECTS A SIMILAR DIVISION AMONG THE 
JAPANESE PUBLIC. COMMENTARY CONCLUDES THAT THIS DIVI- 
SION "MAY SERIOUSLY INFLUENCE THE POLICY OP THE JAPANESE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE PUTURE." 

2. APRIL 14 TASS ARTICLE DATELINED TOKYO AND PRINTED 

IN KRASNAYA ZVEZDA REPEATS STATEMENTS BY JAPANESE PRESS 
AND POLITICIANS ADVOCATING CAUTION ON PET WHILE CRITI- 
CIZING PROPONENTS OF EARLY PET SIGNING. ARTICLE CITES 
JAPANESE PRESS REPORTS CHARGING THAT NATIONAL DEPENSE 
AGENCY HEAD KANEMARU IS URGING BOTH PFT SIGNING AND 
STRENGTHENING OP U.S.-JAPANESE MILITARY ALLIANCE WHILE 
ARGUING THAT PFT SIGNING WILL INCREASE U.S. "GOOD WILL" 
TOWARD JAPAN. TASS ARTICLE THEN CITES DEPUTY ASS'T 
SECRETARY OP DEPENSE DUNCAN AS INDICATING AT RECENT 
PRESS CONPERENCE IN JAPAN THAT U.S. WOULD "WELCOME " PFT 
SIGNING. 

3. IN RECENT DISCUSSION ON SENKAKU PLAREUP, JAPANESE 
EMBOPP HERE JOKED THAT SOVIET PRESS NEED NO LONGER 
DISTORT JAPANESE PRESS AND PUBLIC OUTLOOK ON PFT SINCE 
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THERE IS NOW AMPLE EVIDENCE ILLUSTRATING JAPANESE 
OPPOSITION TO PET. HE SAID THAT THE SENKAKU FLAREUP 
COULD DAMAGE SONODA'S PDSITION. EUKUDA HAS BEEN 
UNHAPPY WITH AND OCCASIONALLY EMBARRASSED BY SONODA'S 
EEFORTS TO PUBLICIZE MOVEMENT ON THE PET AND HIS 
PLANNED TRIPS TO PEKING. SONODA, SOURCE CLAIMED, 

PERHAPS WANTED TO COMPLETE PET SIGNING TO MAKE A MARK 
BEFORE EXPECTED CABINET CHANGES TOWARDS THE END OF 
THE YEAR. SOURCE THOUGHT THAT IT IS NOW VERY LIKELY 
THAT SONODA COULD LOSE THE EOREIGN MINISTRY WHEN THE 
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RESHUFFLE TAKES PLACE. 

4. COMMENT: SENKAKU ISLAND FLAREUP IS AN 
UNEXPECTED "GIFT" FOR MOSCOW. IN CONTRAST TO SOVIET 
PUBLIC POSTURE, SOVIETS IN PRIVATE OVER THE PAST TWO 
MONTHS HAVE SEEMED INCREASINGLY RESIGNED TO PFT SIGNING. 
SOVIETS WILL READ SETBACK IN PET PROCESS AS A SETBACK 
TO CHINESE EFFORTS TO ORCHESTRATE WORLD-WIDE, ANTI- 
SOVIET FRONT AND TO DRAW JAPAN CLOSER TO PEKING - 
ALTHOUGH SOVIETS ARE PROBABLY WAITING TO SEE THE OUTCOME 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


OF THIS INCIDENT BEFORE EINALLY ASSESSING THE DEGREE 
OE THE SETBACK. SOVIETS HAVE TOLD US THAT THE RECENT 
PRC-EC TRADE AGREEMENT WAS A MINOR POLITICAL SUCCESS 
EOR CHINESE ANTI-SOVIET POLICY AIMS. AOKYO'S 
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ACQUIESENCE TO THE SINO- JAPANESE PFT WITH THE ANTI- 
SOVIET HEGEMONY CLAUSE, COMING ON THE HEALS OE THE 
RECENTLY SIGNED LONG-TERM SINO- JAPANESE TRADE AGREE- 
MENT, WOULD HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED BY MOSCOW AS ANOTHER 
AND MORE SIGNIEICANT SUCCESS. EVEN THOUGH IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE SOVIETS NEED NOT EEAR A PET SIGNING IN THE 
NEAR EUTURE, THERE IS NO LIKELYHOOD THIS WILL CAUSE 
THEM TO RELAX THEIR CRITICISM OE PET AND ITS PROPONENTS 
IN JAPAN. TOON 
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